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Gleanings from the Word

Then King Zedekiah sent for him and had him brought to the palace, where he asked him privately, “Is there any word from the
LORD?”
Jeremiah 37:17aNIV

Do you remember the Sunday School song "The B.I.B.L.E.?"
Oh! TheB-I-B-L-E,
Yes that's the book for me.
| stand alone on the word of God,
the BI-B-L-E!

Well, that is going to be my preaching focus for January. We are going to look at 3 important aspects of developing a
spiritual discipline for reading the Bible, the Word of God:

January 2 The Goal of Reading the Bible

January 9 Reading with the Mind

January 16 Reading with the Heart
If we truly want to hear the Lord's voice, His primary way of speaking to us is the Scriptures. Yet, many Christians
seldom if ever read the Scriptures consistently. Here is an interesting article | found. The data is about 10 years old, but
still valid.

Americans and the Bible:

Bible Ownership, Reading, Study and Knowledge in the United States
by Michael J. Vlach

The Christian Bible continues to be a revered book in the United States. In fact, no other book comes close to
having been read and re-read as much as the "Good Book". Every year, millions of Bibles are printed in this
country. Researcher George Gallup points out that so many Bibles have been printed in the United States "that
even rough estimates of the total number published to date do not exist." *

How do Americans use the Bible and what do they know about it? Recent research has produced important
information about Bible ownership, reading, study, and knowledge in the United States.

Bible Ownership

Most Americans own a Bible. In fact, 92% of households in America own at least one copy. Of those households
that own a Bible, the average number of Bibles is three. This includes not only the homes of practicing Christians
but hundreds of thousands of atheists as well. >

Bible Reading

Although most Americans own a Bible, use of the Bible varies significantly. In a poll taken by the Gallup
Organization in October, 2000, 59% of Americans reported that they read the Bible at least occasionally. This is
down from 73% in the 1980s. The percentage of Americans who read the Bible at least once a week is 37%. This
is down slightly from 40% in 1990.° According to the Barna Research Group, those who read the Bible regularly
spend about 52 minutes a week in the scriptures. *

Which gender is more faithful at reading the Bible at least weekly? The prize goes to the women. Women (42%)
are more likely than men (32%) to have read the Bible in the past week.

Bible Study

When it comes to going beyond merely reading the Bible to actual study of the Bible, the numbers decline
sharply. Only one in seven Americans report an involvement that goes beyond just reading the Bible. Fourteen
percent of Americans currently belong to a Bible study group. ® This is down a full one-third from 1990 when 21%
said they were involved in a Bible study group.

Bible Knowledge

How about knowledge of the Bible? According to Gallup, "Despite the impressive statistics concerning Bible
reading and study, it is apparent that ignorance about its contents is widespread.” ®

Gleanings continued on page 2
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Gleanings continued

He gives evidence for this conclusion:

--Only half of adults interviewed nationwide could name any of the four Gospels of the New Testament.

--Just 37% of those interviewed could name all four Gospels.

--Only 42% of adults were able to name as many as five of the Ten Commandments correctly.

--Seven in ten (70%) were able to name the town where Jesus was born, but just 42% could identify him as the
person who delivered the Sermon on the Mount. o

Researcher George Barna has also documented the lack of Bible knowledge in the United States:

--38% of Americans believe the entire Bible was written several decades after Jesus' death and resurrection
(While this is true of the New Testament, the entire Old Testament was written hundreds of years before the birth
of Jesus Christ).

--12% of adults believe that Noah's wife was Joan of Arc.

--49% believe that the Bible teaches that money is the root of all evil. (The love of money is said to be the root of
all types of evil).*

George Lindbeck, the famous Yale theologian, has commented on the decreasing knowledge of scripture from a
professor's perspective: "When | first arrived at Yale, even those who came from nonreligious backgrounds knew
the Bible better than most of those now who come from churchgoing families." 1

Recent research highlights the decreasing influence of the Bible in the United States and the importance of
serious Bible study by Christians. As our society becomes increasingly pluralistic and subjective in its worldview,
the more important it will be for Christians to know and study their Bibles. Only by doing so can we intelligently

Present a biblical worldview to those who know so little of the Word that is able to save their souls.
George Gallup, Jr., The Role of the Bible in American Society (Princeton: The Princeton Religion Research Center, 1990)
2 Barna Research Online, "The Bible," www.barna.org. This information is based on 1993 figures.
3 Alec Gallup and Wendy W. Simmons, "Six in Ten Americans Read Bible at Least Occasionally," The Gallup Organization, www.gallup.com, October 20, 2000.
“ Barna, "The Bible," data is from 1997.
6 Gallup, "Six in Ten Americans Read Bible at Least Occasionally,"
" Gallup, The Role of the Bible in American Society, 17.

8 Ibid.

° Ibid.

'° Barna, "The Bible," The information is from the years 1994, 1997, 1994, and 2000 respectively.

"George A. Lindbeck, "The Churchoés Missi on Cloistian Fditlois a RucaliseWworld (San Franciscoe Hatper R Ravt mod er n

Publishers, 1989) 45.

In a world falling apart at the seams, Christian people need to become more grounded in the Word of God than ever
before! If this discipline (the work of a disciple) is not developed in our lives we will no longer be able to contend with
the world culture and the demonic influences in our lives. The Bible is called the Sword of the Spirit which means it is
the PRIMARY tool for dealing with the enemy of our souls.

In Jeremiah's day, King Zedekiah asked for a word from the Lord. Jeremiah listened faithfully to God and was able to
give the king an answer. When we are listening, we will hear God's voice, as Jeremiah was able to do. Unlike him,
though, we have in our hands the riches of the Bible, the greatest resource for hearing the Lord! God will speak
profoundly if we are willing to listen. But, how can we hear if we refuse to listen? And, listening, for us in 2011,
includes primarily reading the Scriptures.

If this is not a discipline in your life, | challenge you to pick up your Bible and read it through cover to cover. [Not
necessarily in a year, you can read it at your own pace!] It is not always easy nor will you be able to understand
everything. But, you can understand something. And, you can ask the Spirit to teach you and guide you. In addition,
you can ask Christian friends to study with you, join a Bible study... There are many resources available!

A great book that opens up our eyes to a fresh way of reading the Scriptures is "Life with God" by Richard J. Foster.
Click here to go to Christian Book Distributors to view the details about the book or to purchase it. (You may also be
able to get it used on amazon.com.)

Make the commitment to read the Scriptures this year!

Also included in &eparateemailare 2 pdf files to help you in your reading. One is the first chapter of "Life with God"
by Richard J. Foster ahthe other is a helpful chart on reading the Bible, also fourfd s t beok.fifsyou want a
paper copy, please contact the Church Office and Connie will print one for you.]

Standing on the Word of God,

John



http://www.christianbook.com/life-with-god-richard-foster/9780061671746/pd/671746?item_code=WW&netp_id=689068&event=ESRCN&view=details
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$1,250.00 was donated

during December
Athena Baptist has donated
$7,003.10to PATHMinistries Rural
SpringDevelopment in Uganda sing
January 1, 2010

January Birthdays

5 Ashley Van Meter
6 Doris McMillan

7 Reeve Betts

8 Kellen Fairchild
10 Adrienne Olson
11 Virginia Waggoner
12 Jasmine Cogswell
15 Waunita Taylor
Sharon McDowell
Michael Shafer
Bill Hansell

Lisa Parsons
Ashley Eidsvik
Shawn Monaco
Nathan Betts
Garrett Sheldon
Madison Carlin

e

American Baptist
Womends Ministrio:cé
December 14" with eight
women present. Joyce
AMERICAN Simpson conducted the
BAPTIST meeting opening with
WOMENS MINISTRIES — prayer.

Treasurerds report was
bills were paid. Treasurer June Schmidtgall also
reported a thank you note from Rainbow Acres.

$78.57

Carolyn Cogswell also reported receiving a thank you
from Rainbow Acres for the $150 White Cross
donation. They sent pictures and brochures about
their mission.

Edith Smith reported on news from Ruth Mooney in
Costa Rica and from John and Tomako Arbragust
serving in Japan.

Cathy Burleson gave the prog
Storyof Jesus in theaWrrmstrgshes Li
told was titled fiThe Second
reflected on the events of the past year, and she

wondered if it was all real or just a dream.

r
t
C

Afterwards we discussed
uncomplaining obedience even offering praise to God
and wondered how we could live up to her example.

Mar y o6

Lorena McCullough served carrot cake as the hostess.

Lorena McCullough, Secretary

Laugh Out Loud
Ladies Breakfast

January 8 at 8:30am
at the home of Margaret Hansell

Join us for a devotion, food,
visiting, and much laughter.
Dianna Ford will be our guest

speaker.
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Treasurer

Contributions to operations for the month of November were $9,651.09 and Expenses were
$14.961.92, a deficit of $5,310.83. For the year, Contrib utions total $122,257.70 and Expenses
total $159,341.38, a Deficit of $37,083.68.

Giving was below average in November, and expenses were higher than usual, resulting in a large
deficit. Extra expenses included a new furnace, which came to almost $3,000.00 when all related expenses were
included. At the end of November our uncommitted savings was depleted to $807.52, which means we no longer have
a savings cushion. We trust that God will supply our needs. We are grateful to all of you who have given so
generously throughout the past year to keep our light shining in Athena.

Financial Summary:

November 30, 2010

Our Money Market Savings includes funds committed to
the following accounts:

Checking $ 325.61

Money Market Savings $3,316.82 Pastorés
Chidrends Activities F38ld4

Youth Ministry Fund $0.00

Memorial Fund $2,163.57

Education Fund $ 148.47 LOL Fund

Relief Fund $527.83

Mildred Bauer Trust $ 8,506.00

(Principal candt be spe Total
Total of all accounts $ 15,369.64

Kids Konnections

Fund
Mission 4 Mexico Fund

Sound System Fund
24.7 Missions Fund

NACO Spring Development Fund

Uncommitted Savings Available:

$1,060.75
$ 90.00
$102.23
$ 326.01
$ 180.02
$90.29

$ 660.00

$2,509.30

$ 807.52

CHURCH LIBRARY

Good

news for

f a n KRedeniptioBedesdethe chufch libigry now hasyhdr Birstborn

series. These five titles, Fame, Forgiven, Found, Familgnd Forever,contain the next five installments in
the lives of the now-familiar Baxter family. Each volume follows the lives of familiar characters from the
previous series, while also introducing new characters. Kingsbury also continues to explore new spiritual
and relational themes, skillfully weaving them into the fabric of the Baxter family saga.
We have also received two titles in the Rock Harbor Mystergeries by Colleen Coble, Into the Deep
beauty of
draw readers into the life and adventures of a canine search-and-rescue team as it unravels the secrets of an

and Without a Trace.i Se t in the

enchanting

unt amed

wi | der WehowaTloacf r om

t he

cover

Mi chi ganaé

of

As always, thank you to the generous donors who have made these books available for others to enjoy.

Dawn Griggs
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Sunday School Emphasis Essays

You may recall we had an essay competition during the fall Sunday School emphasis. A total of 17 essays

were submitted and evaluated by a panel of judges. The winning essays were read at the Sunday School

opening in December. It was suggested that other essays be made available for reading. We plan to share
essays each month in 2011 in the Harvester culminating with the printi ng of the winning essays near the end

of 2011. Please look forward to these in the coming months. | know the sincerity of the youth and

childrends essays touched my heart. Those submitted by t
This month we will share on e from Emily Taylor in the teen division, one from Sie rra Scheibner in the

childrendés division, and one from Chris Smith in the adul't

Christian Education by Emily Taylor

What exactly is Christian education? Christian education can mean different things to different peo ple.
Christia n education to me is going to places where you learn about God, like Sunday School and youth
group.

Christian education is important to me because it teaches me about God. Throughout the years Christian

education has taught me how to cope with hard things . Going to Sunday School and youth group has helped

me not forget what | 6ve | earned. \€riyond needls. kreallyalatsiac a tffecon i s
your lifeand  your attitude. If you memorize scripture, then when you are down or upset you can say the

verses you remember , and it will calm you dow  n. It says in the Bible inPsalm 119:11 Al have
word in my heart that | might not sin against you.o Thi s
Knowing Scripture also helps you no tworry. Did you know worrying is a sin? It says in Matthew 6:25 and

37. (25) fTherefore , Itell you do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drin k, or what your will

wear .0 (37) fiTherefore , |tell you do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will worry about itself
learned these verses when | was young ,and it has helped me remember itds not

learned it.

Christian education is important to me and many others. | strongly feel that everyone should know
something about  Christian education an  d care about getting Christian e ducation.

kkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkkkk

Sunday School has made me a better person. Sunday School is a great place to learn more about God. |

love listening tothe  stories about God. | love listening to the storiesinthe B ible. Ilea rnanew lesson every

time we read a story in the Bible. | pray to talk to God an d ask for him to forgive my sin s. It makes me feel

better when | talk to God. | feel like | can tell him everything ,even t hi ngs ntloteliroympaents. wa

God is a huge part of me. Without him I would not ad ways
person or good person with  out him. Lea rning about God has saved my life. | asked God into my heart and

got baptized. Now | am part of his family. It makes me feel special an dlucky to be in Godoés
special to be able to understand the word of God. | am free to open the B ible and learn more about the

Lord. |l &m so happy | have t he tdlovethedoran | wacttobhanka mChr i sti an

Sunday School teachers, my parents, and my Grandma and Grandpa for all the help teaching me about the
Lord.

Love,
Sierra Scheibner

*kkkkkkkkkk *kkk

Sunday School Emphasis Essays continued on page 5
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Essays continue d

The Importance of Christian Education in the Life of a Christian by Chris Smith
AMommwhy does Jesus al ways wear a nightgown?d Or AMommy, w
Bi ble tells me so. Can you show me whrerel ddr schyisl d,haft @add, C

are thirty pieces of silver worth?du®e fibadhi whPakntskfgamt oo ? 0s
hear questions like this & be thankful and joyful. Young minds are awakening and wanting to know more

aboutGod 6 s Wor d. And that is what Christian Education is all
History tells us that early churches were formed as a place where peo ple of like minds could gath  er to hear
and study the Gospel; places of fellowship and learning. That still holds true today. I dondét know when

Sunday School classes came about, but what a wonderful partnership it is; Sunday School and Worship

Service. Two different  ways of understanding. In Sun day School we search below the surface to find the

meaning of s cripture. InWorshi pService, Pastor Johnds message tells us how t
our daily lives. And that is the very best of Christian Education.

Chances are the child that asked the question was a member of a Sun day School class with a teacher who
hadcapt ured t he chi |l dadimgan dtelieg ensl tshowing the ad, old stories. Sunday School
teachers are our unsung, unrewarded, unrecognized heroes. They sp end hours every week reading and
researching to prepare a lesson which will interest their classes. We need to have Day of Recognition for
Sunday School Teachers ---- SOON.

Along with Sunday School and Worship Service, group activities duri ng the week are a source of lea rning.

For instance, Bible Study groups, nkllglospd. PKoforouepersonabns, 24. 7,
advancement of | earning, dondt discount the value of readir
Churches, men through the centuries have written books an d articles about their ideas of the meaning of a

selecte d scripture. Then, in our modern er a, the computer is a storehouse of biblical knowledge. Each of

these avenues of lea  rning is a bit different from the other. My personal choice is Sunday School.

And yes, of course, Christian Education is important in our lives. How can we trust an d obey God unless we
learn about his love and compassion through knowing the meaning of the Bible.

Solurgeyoutob e faithful in attending Sunday S chool. Openyour mindan  d heart during Worship Service
and HUG A SUNDAY SCHO OL TEACHER TODAY.

Prayer List

of American Baptist Churc hes for January 2011
Astoria First Baptist Church, Pastor Phil Morrill, Interim
Chaplain Dr. James Asparro
Athena First Baptist Church, Pastor John Nichols

Bandon First Baptist Church, Rev. Tim Moore, Interim
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Make a Q\—‘Q
Noisemaker
+o Celeprate
Special Days

You will need: (b
e empty kitchen matchbox

(NO matches) 8.
e foil * s
3 tape }g‘hjﬁ
e dried beans or rice =~ ™

e unsharpened pencil {ﬁ
e 2 rubber bands
e stickers, glue and glitter

(optional) (b

How to make the noisemaker:

e Put beans or rice in the
matchbox, so that it rattles
when you shake it.

e Tape the box shut. {?‘

e Cover box with foil.

e Poke 2 small holes on
opposite sides of the box §
near one end.

o Stick the pencil into one
hole, through the box
and out the other hole.

e Wrap rubber bands around
the pencil on both sides (L,V
of the box, so the pencil
won't slip through
the holes.

e If you want, you can
decorate the box with (.b
stickers and glitter.

Houw to use: S
& Hold the pencil and v (b!
move your wrist to {;f_’q

spin the box. { J

e Make lots of happy
noise to celebrate
special days throughout
the year. -

Special Times for the Israelites

& “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You
I\ shall celebrate it as a festival fo the LORD; throughout your
generations you shall observe it ...” Exodus 12:14

The biblical calendar had many feasts and festivals. They were
connected with the changing of the seasons or special events.
Below are some of the special days observed by the Israelites.

Use the code to find the name of the special day and the month of the
Jewish year in which they are celebrated.

CODE:
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ZYXWVUT SRQPONMLKJ IHGFEDCBA

Season Holiday Month
1.Endof ____ ________ (New Year) —  ______
Summer 1LHS SZHSZMZS GRSHIR
2.Fall  ___ ______ (Day of Atonement) __ ____
BLN PRKKFI GRSHIR
3. Fll  _______ (Festival of Booths) _ _ ___ _
HFPPLGS GRHSIR
4. Winter ___ _____ (Festivalof ~ ______
SZMFPPZS Rededication) PRHOVE
5. Winter _ ____ (Festival of Lots) ———
KFIRN IWZI
6. Spring ___ _____ (Feastof _ ____
KZHHLEVI Unleavened Bread) MRHZM
7. Spring ___ __ S (Feast of Weeks/  _ _ __ _
HSZEF’LG Pentecost) HREZM

UBAIG 0 NARYSG "/ “UBSIN] “IOA0SSE] g AePY ‘WLIn "G ‘A9[SDY ‘yepinuey §
TSI APOPING ¢ ‘LSt “mddry wiog ‘g TaysIL ‘Ueueyser] Ysoy ‘] :S1emsuy

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT G, INC

e

-

.

Thanls to Ondrej Paska (See Matthew 14:24-33)

01-04-2008

PETER FINDS HIS FAITH TO BE MOCH
STRONGER IN THE WINTER
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Small Group Ministries
Covenant Groups
There are currently 3 Covenant Groups. These groups meet at least twice a month for support, p

rayer, and

to get to know eaclother. Each group is responsible to supply child care. Some groups do meals and others

R2 y202 LXSIFaS Orff GKS / KdzZNOK hFFAOS I 02y
| 20Sylyd DNRdzL) GKFG aSSda Fd 5y yR /FNRf @&
1 There is plenty of room fonew members
1 Call Dan and Carolyn at 58623 for more information
| 23Syl yidG DNRdzL) GKIFIG aSSda Fd 9t @Ay FyR 21 dzy
1 This group is currently full.
T Call Elvin if you have any questions or would like to join this group.
Covenant GroupthatMegé¢ a | G 5A 01 FyR 9fFAYyS {OKSA0YySND
1 There is plenty of room for new members
9 Call Dick and Elaine Scheibner for more information
Covenant Group that meets at various homes with Lane Porter as leader
1 This group is currently full.

arF Od

y /2

AGLE ¢

a K2y

You may wish to start gur own Covenant Group. Contact Pastor John if you are interested is starting

one.

Special Focus Groups

aSyQa az2NyAy3d DNRdzL) 62 SRySaRlFIe& Y2NyAiy3da I i
This group meets weekly to share together and to pray for one another and the needs of the community.
aSyQa . NBF{Flrad 6CNARF&a d cYnnl YO

A group of men meet every Friday morning at the Long Branch in Weston to share devotions together, eat
breakfast, and fellowship with one another.

hiKSNJ INRBdzLJa OFy o6S F2NXYSR | 4 dii KSNB

cYnnl

I NB Yy

The Harvester is published monthly by
Athena First Baptist Church, 413 N 5" Street, PO Box 539, Athena, Oregon 97813
www.ATHENABAPTISTCHURCH.ORG
541.566.3602

John Nichols, Pastor
Home phone: 541.566.3923 home  Cell phone: 541.377.5338
Email: johnnichabc@gmail.com

Evan Eidsvik, Director of Youth
Phone: 1.541.861.0405
Email: evaneidsvik@yahoo.com

Connie Johnson, Secretary
Office: 541.566.3602
Email: abconnie@gmail.com

Jenni fer Spurgeon, ABC Childrends Ministri
Office: 541.566.2229
Email: jenspurgeonll@yahoo.com

Mission and Vision Statement: "As a worshipping community of faith, our call is to: grow in the grace and truth of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and extend His grace and truth into all the world."

[
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